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INTRODUCTION

The prohibition of mind-altering substances in the United States has a long and complex history, one characterized
by political conflict, special interests, misinformation and a genuine concern for personal and societal wellbeing.
From the country’s first anti-drug law passed in San Francisco in 1875 to outlaw opium, throughout the following
140 years of legislation to address the ever-present voluntary use of officially denounced substances, the

motivations and successes of these laws have been varied and highly arguable.1

As early as 350 B.C., Aristotle wrote in The Politics that “law is order and good law is good order” and that
“the law is reason, unaffected by desire.” Even then, he had arrived at the conclusion that “true forms of
government will of necessity have just laws” which uphold just principles, and that “even when laws have been
written down, they ought not to remain unaltered” and should be modified as a result of objective analysis.z'3
Nearing a century and a half of prohibition history in America, there is more than sufficient objective evidence to
determine that this approach to dealing with mind-altering substances has not only been generally ineffectual, but
frequently unjust, disorderly, and based on unproven principles. These ongoing government crusades to prohibit
what people choose to willingly ingest, smoke, or inject into their own bodies have devolved into what is commonly
known today as “the War on Drugs.” The costs and consequences of this errant war—which very often include
destroyed lives or worse for those who find themselves on the wrong side of ever-varying drug laws—demand
analysis. This paper will argue that the worst of these effects are primarily attributable to the enforcement efforts

and altered economics of government prohibition rather than to the substances themselves.

HISTORY

The majority of Americans can readily identify the Prohibition Era of the early 1900s, wherein the U.S. government
criminalized the production of the mind-altering substance alcohol. That prohibition ended in formal repeal after

more than a decade of costly and violent failure. The experiment was a lengthy and lesson-rich topic with practical



applications to and analogies for the modern drug war. Unfortunately, the complexities and harm associated with
the legislations against psychoactive substances are poorly comprehended by most, and any insights gained through

the prohibition of alcohol seem to have been lost.

Throughout U.S. history a large number of substances have been banned for various reasons. Often, at least
in part, these bans have been driven by the general public’s fear of cultural and racial differences. As previously
noted, the first instance came in the late 1800s with the banning of Chinese immigrants’ opium. Much of the
reasoning behind this move was the “serious concern to legislators... of white women frequenting opium dens
occupied by Chinese men.” Then, in the 1930s, there was the regulation of marijuana. Fears here were associated
with Mexican immigrants who were being “negatively portrayed as drug-crazed criminals—made immoral and
violent by their use of marijuana—who were responsible for the moral collapse of many communities throughout

the West and Southwest.”*

In the 1980s it was the “crack cocaine epidemic” associated with the black ghetto and
heavy gun violence, and by the 2000s much of the emphasis had shifted onto the methamphetamine hysteria and its

white “trailer trash” junkies.S Throughout it all, drug policy in America has more often been reactive, biased, fear-

driven and emotional rather than based on evidence and reasoning.

The modern-day War on Drugs is generally recognized to have officially begun with President Richard
Nixon’s speech on June 17, 1971 in which he declared drugs to be “public enemy number one” in his “new, all-out
offensive.”® It has been observed by some that Nixon’s motivation to undertake such a massive legislative
endeavor—one that would significantly affect the country as well as many parts of the world—likely had less to do
with a humanitarian interest in drug users’ well-being or overall societal improvement and more with the common
realization that being “tough on crime” improves poll numbers and wins elections.” As Nixon’s program built on
existing prohibitionist efforts and spread domestically and internationally, it has encountered all manner of

complications.

Certainly unhelpful to the official government domestic policy against the drug culture has been the
decades of little-publicized, unofficial, but nonetheless taxpayer-funded activities of other branches of the
government (especially perpetrated internationally) which act as impediments to the eradication of drugs back

home. There is a long history of military and CIA interventions that have either tolerated or promoted the narcotics



trade where it might benefit U.S. interests, missions and allies. For example, the CIA’s involvement with the
narcotics trade of the Golden Triangle in Southeast Asia and drug transportation via Air America throughout that
region were prominent from the late 1940s to the 1970s. The drug trade has been an important source of off-book
income for decades, and that clandestine cash flow was useful to support the opposition forces against Chinese

communism throughout Asia.®®

Unfortunately, American soldiers in the Vietnam War were heavy users of that region’s opium crops, with
about 35% of them trying heroin and up to 20% of them becoming addicted prior to their return home.'”™ The irony
of conscripted Gls becoming ensnared in the drug prevalence resulting from decades of their own government’s
activities in Asia seems to have escaped most Americans. The Reagan Era of the 1980s were particularly problematic
for domestic control of drug imports. This was partly the result of CIA and White House intervention with certain
Central and South American governments and a number of narco-traffickers like Manuel Noriega of Panama. Tons of
cocaine were either knowingly permitted or actively transported by CIA contacts into the U.S. in order to raise cash
to fund rebel groups. The Iran-Contra Affair of that era received significant publicity as U.S. actors were caught

funneling money to the Nicaraguan Contras—an act Congress had expressly prohibited funding with tax dollars.”*™

Even today, it can be noted that U.S. government policies in international narcotic production and
trafficking continue to confound domestic policy. After 13 years of U.S war and occupation in Afghanistan and a
reported $8 billion to fight the drug trade there, Afghan opium production has doubled. That country is now
considered a “narco-state” and supplies over 80 percent of the world’s opium (the precursor of heroin). The
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subsequent drug revenue is believed to help fund all manner of terrorist groups, from al Qaeda to ISIS.
American drug and terror policies, one wonders if these groups—against whom U.S. troops are currently deployed—

could be as well-funded and armed. Certainly, it’s understandable how some could view government objectives and

outcomes to be conflicting and costly, if not downright counter-productive, in many to most regards.

THE ENEMY

In any war, there must be an enemy to combat. In something labeled the “War on Drugs” one would hope that the
substances that harm persons and society would be the targets for destruction. That targeting, unfortunately, is not

easily accomplished. Rutgers’ professor Douglas Husak writes:



“The war, after all, cannot really be a war on drugs, since drugs cannot be arrested, prosecuted, or punished. The war is against
persons who use drugs. As such, the war is a civil war, fought against the 28 million Americans who use illegal drugs annually. And
unlike previous battles in this apparently endless war, current campaigns target casual users as well as drug abusers.”*

Although Husak’s quote is from 1992, the drug war persists against all drug users, be they casual or abusive, rational
or irrational. Updated 2014 usage statistics by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
shows that drug use is even more prevalent today, with over 127 million Americans having used illicit drugs in the
their lifetimes and over 41 million having used in the past year.23 The drug war is not capable of teasing out this

majority of casual users from the problematic abusers, and it pursues and prosecutes them similarly.

As drug use has been presented to the public, one might believe that all consumption is irrational,
irresponsible, harmful and destructive. But is it? Robinson and Scherlen of the State University of New York find:

“The typical drug user — an older teenager or young person in his or her early twenties — uses drugs only a few times, quits within
five years, and does not suffer or cause any significant damage. Most people who try drugs do not continue. Drug policy experts
suggest: ‘If there is a typical continuing user, it is an occasional marijuana smoker who will cease to use drugs at some point
during his twenties.””**

In fact, alcohol, as a mind-altering substance, although “legal” and tolerated socially, causes far more health
problems when abused than illicit substances. Its use is more prevalent than any illicit drug’s with over 50% of
Americans being regular consumers and 6% classified as “heavy users.”” It is, in fact, the substance most associated
with violence against others as well as the most substance-related arrests.”**’ Indeed, alcohol is associated with
“about 85% of all diagnosable substance-abuse disorders,” but society is nevertheless allowed to manage and even
enjoy its use.”® Despite these harms, it seems to have been decided that prisons in America shall not be filled with

half a million alcohol users.

The drug war and its prohibitionist proponents appear to refuse to acknowledge that reasonable people
demand, and can responsibly use, illicit drugs. Many people rationally consider certain drugs to add benefits to their
lives such as pleasure, pain relief, mood enhancement, social lubrication and creative stimulation—just to name a
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few These same benefits are pursued by others through the use of legal substances such as a glass of wine, a

cigarette, a cup of coffee, “comfort foods,” energy drinks, and prescription drugs like Zoloft, Xanax, and Phenergan.32

What is generally believed to be addressed by the War on Drugs are the issues of addiction, violence, and

overall social harms. By and large these issues are inflated, overstated, and the result of drug enforcement rather



than the drugs themselves. Among regular drug users, illicit drugs have an addiction potential of between 10 and
30%, ranging from cannabis to injectable heroin, respectively (although “trying without ever using consistently is by
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far the most common pattern” for the heavier drugs). It is also worth noting that “addiction frequently ceases

without treatment” and that, in direct opposition to the misconceptions that most drugs are especially addictive and
most drug users are hopeless addicts, these “stereotypical characterizations are seriously inaccurate.”® While it is
true that deaths from drug overdoses typically outnumber those from automobile accidents in the U.S. (over 37,000

in 2010), the majority of those deaths are related to prescription drugs, not heroin and other illicit substances.*®

Without doubt, any mind-altering substance has the potential to cause harm to the user and secondary
harm to others. Similar to alcohol abuse, drugs can cause significant, negative societal externalities and
consequences. However, given the abundance of overstated fears, misperceptions and poorly directed law
enforcement efforts, can a real enemy in the War on Drugs be identified? Does a legitimate and actionable target

exist? In its absence, can the war have any hope of being “won”?

ECONOMICS

One of the main arguments against the drug war is economic. From the direct and indirect costs to the taxpayer to
the array of distortions resulting in and caused by a black market, the economics of the War on Drugs are complex
and tortured. The government ( taxpayer) spends at least $50 billion per year on direct enforcement measures,
courts, and the incarceration of 500,000 drug offenders (up from 50,000 in 1980).” Approximately 80% of drug
arrests are for simple possession, while “more than half of federal prisoners are serving time for drug offenses.”**
In the past 40 years over a trillion dollars have been spent in the attempt to eradicate illicit drugs from American
society. Meanwhile, costs and incarceration rates continue to increase without effecting significant change in drug
use rates.’”*” That’s a lot of money accomplishing seemingly little good, and maybe some real, significant harm.
Could that trillion dollars have been spent more effectively in other initiatives? In drug treatment plans? In pursuing

violent criminals and those that harm others rather than themselves? In shoring up social safety nets? Improved

schools? National debt reduction?

While the prohibitionists hope that the increased costs of an illegal market will significantly reduce drug use

by driving down demand and supply through law enforcement interdiction, neither the economics are that simple



nor the results that responsive. Drug demand, especially among the addicted, does not respond to increased price in
the same way that demand for many other goods would.* For example, if the cost of a luxury service such as a
Caribbean cruise were to double, it is possible that demand for the cruise could fall by half. On the other hand,
when an item considered more of a basic want or necessity doubles in price—bread, for instance—demand falls
much less proportionately. That relatively fixed demand is less elastic to a change in price.44 Drug demand behaves
much more like that of necessity items than it does for luxury items. It is relatively price-inelastic.* The casual user
might purchase and use less, but the dependent, problematic or addicted user (the ones ideally targeted by the War
on Drugs) are more inclined to do whatever it takes to come up with the money to keep purchasing the highly
desired good—including perhaps resorting to crime and violence.”®*” The result is that large increases in price have
only modest effects on demand or on the quantity provided by suppliers. Meanwhile, the incentive to suppliers is
greatly increased secondary to the artificial price scheme and profit potential created by the prohibitionist market
distortion. As opposed to drug demand’s price-inelasticity, drug suppliers and dealers are very responsive to the
increased pricing. The supply side of the illicit drug market is highly price-elastic, and those suppliers will likely do

whatever it takes to capture that artificially lucrative market, including resorting to violence.*
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These skewed economics on the supply side of the drug war birth a long list of negative consequences, or
externalities. As drugs become more scarce, prices can rise tens to hundreds of times their non-prohibition levels to
accommodate not only for the decreased supply, but also to factor in the high risks of arrest and supplier losses to
law enforcement’s interdiction efforts.*’ This is highlighted in a 2011 book Drugs and Drug Policy: What You Need to
Know, where the authors traced the cost of cocaine in its source country of Columbia through its final markup on
American streets. In Columbia, a kilogram of cocaine might cost $1500. Smuggling that kilo into the U.S. raises the
cost to about $20,000. Finally, after passing through all the intermediary suppliers and dealers (including the effects
of its dilution), the final $100/gram bag of cocaine represents about $100,000/kg. That’s greater than a 600%
premium.50 These massive profit potentials amount to what economist Jeffrey Miron calls a “transfer of wealth to

.. 51 . . . .
criminals.””" In fact, economist Milton Friedman explains:

“...if you look at the drug war from a purely economic point of view, the role of the government is to protect the drug cartel.... In
an ordinary free market--let's take potatoes, beef, anything you want--there are thousands of importers and exporters. Anybody
can go into the business. But it's very hard for a small person to go into the drug importing business because our interdiction
efforts essentially make it enormously costly. So, the only people who can survive in that business are these large Medellin cartel
kind of people who have enough money so they can have fleets of airplanes, so they can have sophisticated methods, and so on.
In addition to which, by keeping goods out and by arresting, let's say, local marijuana growers, the government keeps the price of
these products high. What more could a monopolist want? He's got a government who makes it very hard for all his competitors
and who keeps the price of his products high. It's absolutely heaven.”>

There is a great deal of violence associated with drugs, which is a prominent argument for drug prohibition.
Criminal Justice professor Matthew Robinson, one of the authors of the book Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War
Statistics explains that the portion of drug-related criminality attributable to “psychopharmacological crime”
(perpetrated under the influence of drugs) is small. Alcohol is the drug most responsible for that. Marijuana and

heroin, for example, are associated with calm and passivity, rather than aggression.53

The greater causes of crime are the result of the distorted economics described above. Robbery is
associated with the addicted users seeking the money to support their artificially expensive habits. The more
significant violence is that related to the black market drug system: disputes among dealers, territory rivalry,
punishment of informers, retaliation for bad product, debt collection, etc. There is no option to utilize legal systems
or typical dispute resolution methods in a black market that must remain underground. Violence is the only effective
option available. In light of the inherent violence incentivized by the economics and legal exclusions of the current

system, Robinson states that “the drug laws are themselves criminogenic” as “most drug-related violence is actually



7% Of interest, “drug policy experts assert that about two-thirds of drug-related homicides are

caused by prohibition.
market-related” —e.g., dealers killing dealers.” For contrast, one might note that since the 21* Amendment’s repeal

of alcohol prohibition in 1933, those manufacturers and dealers no longer turn to murder for dispute resolution, nor

is there a mob funded by the sale of quuor.56

Local violence is only part of the drug war’s deadly consequences of skewed economics. The high profit
flows to narco-traffickers around the world gives these groups enormous funds, far-reaching power, and practical
monopolies on force which outstrip their governments’ abilities to contain them. Accounts have abounded for
decades of the brutality of Central and South American drug lords’ perpetrations of murders, massacres,
kidnappings, disappearings, citizen displacement, sex crimes, torture, arms smuggling, police bribes and political
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corruption. Despite diverting billions of U.S. taxpayer dollars’ worth of anti-drug measures every year into these
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countries, violence has steadily increased. The geographies and personalities in these international narco-

organizations may shift over time, but their savagery is relentless.

Perhaps of even greater concern to Americans might be the increasing level of drug funding flowing to

terrorist groups as they have learned to profit from drug trafficking.ea’64

In this way, it can be argued that drug
prohibition indirectly funds rebel groups around the world, thereby contributing to civil unrest and to the support of
terrorism.*® Although numbers are difficult to obtain, as of 2011 it was estimated that the Taliban in Afghanistan
likely collected tens of millions of dollars per year from the drug trade.®® One might wonder what would happen to
these highly profitable drug cartels and terrorist groups with their far-reaching harm if the prohibition on drugs was
ended and a major profit source—a perverted drug market—dried up. The questions can be asked...To what degree

is the government indirectly funding that which it is directly fighting? Is it undermining its own efforts through its

artificial drug markets?

Criminals and terrorists are not the only groups that have profited from the perverted economics of the
drug war. Law enforcement at every level confiscates over a billion dollars of civilian cash and property each year

8788 Under this

through civil asset forfeiture—known by some groups as “policing-for-profit” or “police profiteering.
scheme, cash and property of every sort (including cars, jewelry, electronics and homes) may be confiscated for

mere suspicion of a link to drug activity. And civil forfeiture may be invoked in a surprising range of situations.



Vehicle seizure can occur if an officer claims to smell the aroma of marijuana from within, even if a subsequent
search turns up nothing. A grandmother’s home could be seized by the city if her grandson makes a small sale of
marijuana in the woman'’s front yard. The possession of “suspicious” amounts of cash found during a routine traffic
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stop can be appropriated, regardless of the victim’s valid explanation and lack of a criminal history.
worse, the suspicions of drug links need not be proven for the seized property to be kept by the government
agencies. And in many of these cases, criminal charges are not even filed.”* Apparently, the supposed crime is not
nearly as much a priority to government agents as is the potential to acquire easy money. It is the burden of the
property owner to attempt to get his or her property back, which is often too difficult or costly a process—especially
if the seizure occurs while traveling some distance from home.”* For those that choose to proceed through a
potentially lengthy court process to attempt to recover their property, the government need only show a probable
cause for most property confiscation and a preponderance of the evidence for the appropriation of real property
(houses), rather than the higher burden of proof of guilt beyond a reasonable doubt associated with criminal
charges.” David Guillory, an attorney in East Texas who led one of the higher profile asset forfeiture class action
suits against the City of Tenaha’s multi-million dollar scheme there, termed the law enforcement practice a “highway

. . 74
piracy operation.”

These policing-for-profit spoils are used by law enforcement for things such as supplementing officers’
salaries, providing bonuses, paying for convention attendance and travel, buying department equipment and doling
out perks.75 In some counties in Texas, for example, up to 40% of the law enforcement budget is derived from these
guilty-until-proven-innocent takings.76 Perhaps the most extreme examples currently known are occurring in
Philadelphia, where over 1,100 homes and 3,000 vehicles were confiscated due to drug-suspected activity between
2002 and 2012 —yielding $64 million for city coffers. The Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office used $25 million of
that money to fund salaries, including those of the prosecutors of these very cases.”” One wonders what perverse
consequences arise from such conflicts of interest, when suspicions rather than convictions lead to property seizures

78,79

that financially benefit the takers directly. Examples of such abuses are many, well-documented, and particularly

disturbing given they occur within a society as free as Americans believe it to be.
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CIVIL LIBERTIES

Another way in which the War on Drugs has influenced America’s domestic police forces is encapsulated in what has
been termed the “militarization of the police” by Radley Balko, perhaps the definitive authority on the topic.80 He
and others have detailed how the war mentality approach towards drugs has become a scourge on American
citizens by violating a host of civil liberties.®" A confluence of multiple factors—brought about by the War on Drugs,
certainly, but by the War on Terror as well—has fundamentally altered the conception of American law
enforcement. This confluence has served to arm police with military weaponry, to create financial incentives for an
aggressive and poorly regulated interaction with the public, and to burden police with the impossible task of drug

eradication.

The Norman Rockwell depiction of the friendly police officer of yesteryear chatting with a young boy at the
local diner no longer applies. It may have been accurate in decades past and consistent with the well-worn phrase
historically ubiquitous to police vehicles—“To Protect and Serve” —but many people have been disturbed in recent
years to notice a much different image emerging. That of a darkly-clad, body-armored, military-equipped soldier
(complete with helmet, grenades and assault rifle) that can now be found riding in a Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected (MRAP) vehicle rather than a black and white sedan. With the declaration of a war on drugs, perhaps it
should come as no surprise that government would consider America’s towns and cities to be war zones. But who

would be considered that war’s flesh and blood enemies? And from where did all of this military equipment come?

The Pentagon is a source of constant defense industry purchases. As it cycles out used or surplus
equipment, it transfers these taxpayer-funded items to law enforcement agencies at all levels. This began officially in
1990 with the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) and has become known in recent years as the Pentagon’s

Excess Property Program, or the 1033 Program.gz'83

As a result of the War on Terror and America’s ongoing conflicts
throughout the Middle East and North Africa, the amount and complexity of these transferred war weapons and
machines has grown to include items such as armored vehicles, aircraft, grenade launchers, assault rifles and

ammunition, bulletproof vests and helmets, night vision goggles, rifle scopes, surveillance equipment, camouflage

fatigues, and even bomb disposal robots.*® Between the Department of Defense transfers and the grants from the
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Department of Homeland Security, over $45 billion worth of military equipment has found homes in state and local
law enforcement departments since 2002—down to the smallest of towns and least-populated of counties.®®*° The
simple truth is that there isn’t much going on domestically with regard to terrorism, and certainly not to any degree
that justifies such war weaponry at home. However, the equipment intended for soldiers deployed in foreign battle

has found routine use in the other perpetual war—the one on drugs.

In conjunction with the domestic police’s military attire and equipment, their incentivized asset forfeiture
practices and acquired battlefield attitude, more forceful policing tactics have followed in step. While equipped as
soldiers in an aggressive drug war, it shouldn’t come as any surprise that police increasingly put these tools to use.
Heavily loaded SWAT teams now execute 50,000 raids a year. That’s 137 per day.90 These raids are not typically
carried out to apprehend violent criminals or to save hostages as SWAT teams were originally designed to do.
Instead, 62% are searches for drugs while another 18% or so are executed for other types of warrants. In all, 80% of
military-style SWAT deployments are carried out for suspicion of non-violent crimes. In other words, in the vast
majority of these 50,000 raids per year, there is no threat of injury or harm to others until the police inject it. More
troubling yet, 20,000 of these yearly raids are “no-knock” raids, executed without any warning to the inhabitants.
This particular type of raid is notorious for occurring under cover of night and for its use of battering rams and flash
bang grenades—startling and overwhelming the targets, many of whom are legal weapons owners who in a sudden
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panic cannot distinguish “legal” intruders from criminals.

Although no records are maintained for botched or erroneous raids or even for police-induced civilian
casualties and shootings, news accounts abound: wrong-address raids, innocent people being injured or killed,
family pets executed, raid targets being based on faulty information by criminal informants without any

%91 fact, only 25% of these raids discover any drugs. An American

corroboration by investigators...the list goes on.
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) analysis of SWAT raids between 2011 and 2012 alone found at least five wrongful civilian
deaths and 46 casualties, although actual victims are suspected to be higher. In a New York City audit from 2003
initiated after a flash-bang grenade induced a civilian heart attack at the wrong address, that city’s SWAT team was
found to have executed raids on the wrong door in 10% of cases. Taken together, all of these pieces begin to paint a

picture of a dysfunctional and threatening culture of police excess Loo-0t
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Adding to the skewed incentives and aggressive nature of these drug raids, billions of dollars in federal
funding and grants are fueling the fire. At least some of these funds are distributed through the states based either
in part or in whole upon “drug policing statistics.” The Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Program, for
example, provides over $1.5 billion per year to states which may then distribute those funds to local agencies
according to their drug raid and arrest numbers. For some of these agencies, it’s enough funding to cover the entire
startup costs for a local SWAT team. One newspaper investigation in Wisconsin found that local police averaged a
$153 gain in additional funding per each drug-related arrest.'® An additional incentive to step up all this activity is a
clause in the 1033 Program that makes departments’ retention of transferred equipment contingent on its use.'®®
Use it or lose it, as it were. Even more enticements for SWAT interventions are the aforementioned dangling carrots
of retained cash and property from assets seized in potentially lucrative drug raids (more civil asset forfeiture).

Solving murder, rape, home invasion and car theft cases does not reimburse nearly as well. Participating in the drug

war, on the other hand, means big money.

One needn’t be targeted by a SWAT team to feel the heavy presence of modern drug war policing,
however. In major cities across the country police detain and search individuals at whim. These “stop and frisk”
encounters require no probable cause and are used to check suspects for weapons, drugs, and existing warrants.
They have not been particularly effective in deterring crime—as the evidence shows—but have been especially
adroit at targeting young Latino and Black males. Analysis reveals that only about 10% of the stop-and-frisk targets
are white, that 1 in 9 stops results in an arrest (16% of which are attributable to marijuana possession), and that a
weapon is discovered in only about 1% of the searches.’® In 2013, a federal judge in New York determined this

105, 106

practice to be discriminatory and a civil rights violation—at least as practiced. That ruling dropped the number

of stop-and-frisk incidents in New York City from 700,000 per year to below 200,000, but police nationwide still

consider the tool important and useful.’”’

Not only are these policing methods ineffective at decreasing drug use, they are extremely inefficient uses
of police time, resources, and tax dollars. The Marijuana Arrest Project studied the amount of time that a typical
drug arrest takes—from the street to the station, through all of the paperwork, etc.—and found that each arrest can
take from two to five hours of an officer’s time. Using a low-end estimate of 2.5 hours each, applied just to New York

City’s 440,000 low-level possession marijuana arrests from 2002 to 2012, they calculated approximately 1.1 million
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% That's just for marijuana and only in New York City. What would those

police hours were utilized in the endeavor.
numbers look like extrapolated across the country? How much police time and taxpayer expense are involved in
these efforts of dubious worth and outcome? What else could those officers have been doing? What other crimes

could have been addressed? Is it possible that lives might actually have been improved (or even saved) if none of the

drug arrests had even taken place?

Less common—though even more violating in terms of rights—is the shocking search tactic of penetrating
the human body. This often occurs without either the consent of the searched or a valid suspicion of stashed
contraband. There are multiple accounts of roadside cavity searches for drugs (both anal and vaginal) as part of a
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traffic stop or border check, as well as forced enemas and colonoscopies to search for non-existent drugs. To
date, the cases brought public have been either adjudicated in favor of the violated or settled out of court. But is this
a practice that society should permit—at all—in the name of drug eradication? Should we in any way condone

detention and bodily violation over the mere possibility of drug possession? After all, there is a term for forced

penetration—irrespective of uniform or badge.

The largest affront to civil rights in the War on Drugs can be elucidated by analyzing the 6.9 million people
“in the system” of state and federal prisons. Over 1.5 million of those are currently incarcerated, with the remainder
being either paroled or on probation. These numbers don’t include those persons incarcerated in city and county
systems, but the local rate for 2012 was estimated at 744,000 inmates. Of those incarcerated during 2011, the latest
Department of Justice statistics suggest that roughly 48% of those were being punished for drug-related crimes. The
system continues to be fed by an additional 1.5 million drug arrests each year, with 82% of these offenders having
been apprehended on possession charges. The remaining 18% were charged with crimes related to dealing or
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manufacturing illicit substances.

While most would not believe there to be quick and simple solutions to these skewed statistics, perhaps
some questions exist that can help focus attention on ways the penal system can better deal with drug
incarceration. For instance... What is the outcome of placing non-violent drug offenders in prison with murderers
and rapists? What is the process by which the non-violent learn to survive and co-exist with the worst of humanity?

Do they come out rehabilitated and ready to contribute to society?
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The truth is, even after “paying their debt to society” there is no evidence to show that drug offenders give
up using drugs. In fact, those that desire to use drugs while in prison find that they are available, and up to 95%
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continue use after release.

So, while the drug-addicted exit prison no better off with regard to their drug use,
the question must be asked: What traits and experiences do they acquire from their surroundings and fellow
prisoners while incarcerated? Consider the fact that 20% of male inmates report having been either pressured into
or physically forced into having sexual contact with fellow inmates."" Is that a healthy and appropriate environment
for a non-violent person? Is prison achieving—or even approaching—the objective of eradicating the demand for
drugs? What ultimate impact does a felony record have on a person’s outlook, job prospects, and potential for a
successful life? What is truly the end cost of losing the right to vote, of potentially losing federal assistance for

student loans secondary to a drug conviction and of missing out on years of productive life?™?* ™

All levels of incarceration combined, it is estimated that over 1.2 million inmates are parents of minor
children. It’s been reported that over 10% of African-American children have a father who is currently imprisoned. 1
What effect does the parent’s absence create? What is the social outcome for the child? To what extent does society

have to (or attempt to) assume responsibility for these children? With one parent gone, what resources has the

single parent left? Is this what society now considers to be normal?

An additional offense to civil liberties perpetrated by the justice system’s criminalization of drugs is its
disproportionate application of punishment to minority groups. Blacks are incarcerated at almost six times the rate
of whites. Despite similar rates of drug use, blacks are 3.6 times more likely than whites to be arrested and their
sentences tend to be about 9% longer (likely owing to the disparate and mandatory sentences for crack cocaine over

its powder form).m'128

2.8% of all black males are currently incarcerated while only 0.5% of whites are imprisoned.
Even more striking is that “between 6.6% and 7.5% of all black males ages 25 to 39 were imprisoned in 2011.” In
addition to blacks, all throughout the system there can be demonstrated racial discrimination against minority
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groups—from everyday traffic stops to stop-and-frisk searches to eventual arrest and conviction rates.
McWhorter of University of California at Berkley gave a thought-provoking speech in 2011 entitled “How the War on

Drugs is Destroying Black America.” An excerpt:

“The main obstacle to getting black America past the illusion that racism is still a defining factor in America is the strained
relationship between young black men and police forces. The massive number of black men in prison stands as an ongoing and
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graphically resonant rebuke to all calls to ‘get past racism’, exhibit initiative, or stress optimism. And the primary reason for this
massive number of black men in jail is the War on Drugs. Therefore, if the War on Drugs were terminated, the main factor
keeping race-based resentment a core element in the American social fabric would no longer exist. America would be a better
place for all.... This is about making black lives better — and through that, making America better. That is, not ‘America’ in some

vague, poetic sense, but the daily lives that all of us lead. If we truly want to get past race in this country, we must be aware that

. . . . e . 131
it will never happen until the futile War on Drugs so familiar to us now is a memory.”

CUI BONO

Given the evidence—the statistics, the corruption, the utilitarian and moral arguments, the skewed economics and
the undeniable failure of the drug war to achieve appreciable good—one could be forgiven for being perplexed as to
why it all continues unabated, day after day. Like many heavily politicized, financially profitable (to some) and
emotionally charged issues, so many people and industries benefit from the drug war status quo that there exists
significant resistance to change. Asking “cui bono” —Who benefits?—may help to identify the forces that obstruct

the alleviation of the ills that afflict society as a result of the War on Drugs.l?’z’l?’3

Politicians are an obvious source of resistance to change. They have the ability to initiate and alter
legislation, but generally fail to address these glaring injustices. Aside from their own personal views and prejudices,
their dependence on public opinion and private financing determine much of what they are willing to do.
Historically, they tend to garner public support with “tough on crime” platforms and can be made to seem
indifferent to public safety, weak, or morally questionable by their opponents when criticizing the War on Drugs.
They also pull in lots of money from a number of private and public entities who oppose decreases in sentencing or

relaxation of drug laws, making them susceptible to those pressures.

Corrections Corporation of America (CCA), for example—one of the main private prison industry players,
which contracts out hundreds of facilities to governments at several billion dollars in annual revenue—has given
over $6 million in state-level campaign donations and over $835,000 to federal campaigns since 2003. In addition,
CCA spends about $900,000 a year in federal lobbying (state by state spending is not so easily traced and thus more
difficult to estimate). In CCA’s 2010 Securities and Exchange Commission Form 10-K Annual Report, the company
discusses potential risks to its revenue stream. Some specific risks CCA highlights relate to legislation that would
alter drug laws, loosen enforcement against illegal immigration, lower minimum sentences for non-violent crimes,
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give early release for good behavior, and promote home monitoring and probation. In their view, these are all
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threats to their bottom line. When an industry equates inmates to currency, it isn’t difficult to guess the type of

political influence its millions of dollars in contributions are meant to purchase.

Sharing similar economic incentives to the private correction facilities, the associations and unions of prison
guards and law enforcement are found to be closely allied in their work to continue the aggressive stance against
drug offenders. The California Correctional Peace Officers’ Association (CCPOA), for example, rakes in over $20
million a year from its 30,000 union members and with that money spends millions on politicians and special interest
legislation. CCPOA spent $1 million in 2008 in their successful campaign to oppose Proposition 5, which would have
decreased punishments for non-violent drug crimes while increasing drug treatment options.138 Also opposing
Proposition 5 at that time was Public Safety First, a group funded heavily by law enforcement. Among Public Safety
First’s list of donors are a host of sheriff, peace officer, narcotics officer, police chief and district attorney

associations who all depend on the drug war for jobs, asset forfeiture proceeds and/or grant distributions.”***

Also telling is the $100,000 contribution that the California Beer and Beverage Distributors (CBBD) made to
fight Prop 5 in 2008, and the $10,000 contribution to Public Safety First by CBBD in 2010. Ryan Grim of the
Huffington Post observed that the “alcohol industry has long seen illicit drugs as a threat to sales, as consumers may
substitute pot for booze. A night spent on the couch smoking marijuana and watching television is a night not spent
at the bar.” His and other articles point out the paradox presented by law enforcement siding with the beer and

liguor industry against pot when alcohol is the drug associated with so much violence, drunk driving and death.'*'*

Although there are other groups that have an employment and/or financial interest in maintaining stringent
anti-drug laws (such as workplace drug testing and addiction treatment industries, the DEA, lawyers, prosecutors
and judges, etc.), the most financially persuasive prohibitionists tend to be from the pharmaceutical industry.ms'147
Prescription drugs account for over half of the 38,000 drug overdose deaths per year, but that doesn’t stop
pharmaceutical companies like Purdue Pharma, Abbott Laboratories, Jansen and Pfizer from committing tens of

millions of dollars towards direct political activity.m’149

They also form and fund interest groups like the Community
Anti-Drug Coalition of America (CADCA), the Partnership for Drug-Free Kids, and Project SAM (Smart Approaches to

Marijuana) to help maintain illicit drug prohibition (targeting marijuana specifically). Howard Wooldridge, a retired
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police officer turned “anti-drug war lobbyist,” reports that the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of

America (PhRMA) is one of his staunchest opponents in Washington, D.C."%**!

In 1961, President Dwight D. Eisenhower, in his farewell address to the nation, warned of the Military
Industrial Complex—that collection of diverse private and government interests that benefits from the waging of
international war.”**"** Similarly, asking “cui bono” with regard to the continued War on Drugs leads one to a large
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network of interest groups that constitutes what some have termed the Prison-Industrial Complex. Identifying
those actors and exposing their conflicts of interest are important steps in understanding why the War on Drugs

wages on despite all its harm.

A PHYSICIAN’S PERSPECTIVE

The author of this paper is a licensed physician and a practicing, board-certified anesthesiologist in St Louis,
Missouri. Some of the medications used in the specialty of anesthesiology include (1) injectable cocaine for local
anesthesia in sinus surgery, (2) an array of opiates (including synthetic derivatives such as remifentanil) which can be
more potent than heroin and are used frequently to induce a controlled respiratory depression or purposeful,
temporary respiratory failure, (3) powerful hallucinogenic drugs like ketamine, which is related to the better known
street drug PCP (or phencyclidine), (4) concentrated sedatives and benzodiazepines like Ativan and Versed, and (5)
“induction drugs” such as propofol, which induce a state of complete unconsciousness and unresponsiveness. All of
these are wonderful tools for medicine and help create comfortable and safe anesthetic experiences for the most
lengthy and invasive of surgical procedures. All of these drugs are also abused outside of the hospital and surgical

settings, at times with catastrophic results.

From a physician’s perspective, few of these drugs could be recommended for unsupervised use, even with
extreme caution. However, in considering the vast harm and consequences that result from the unsuccessful
attempts to eradicate such drug abuse through criminalization, this author finds the War on Drugs to be a scourge
and disease in itself. In government’s attempt to treat the underlying condition of drug abuse, it has created a
medicine that is far more virulent, destructive and deadly than the initial pathology. From the Oath of Hippocrates:

“First Do No Harm.”
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At the confluence of medicine and the drug war today are found marijuana and the legislative and societal
debates of its legalization, decriminalization and/or medicinal use. Currently, 23 states in the U.S., as well as the
nation’s capital, have passed some form of legalization for medical marijuana use or possession.158 While marijuana,
especially when smoked, is associated with a number of health issues that may parallel smoking tobacco (such as
cardiovascular disease, pulmonary disease and perhaps lung cancer), it does appear to have medicinal
applications.159 Research into marijuana as a medication has been hampered by its incomprehensible classification in
1970 under the Controlled Substances Act as a Schedule | drug. This put marijuana in a class with heroin and LSD,
which are considered to have no medical use, to have a high potential for abuse, and to be absolutely unsafe.'®
While marijuana opponents will declare that there is little evidence for its potential in disease treatment or
symptom alleviation, that paucity of data is primarily the result of the extreme difficulty in performing randomized,
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controlled trials due to marijuana’s Schedule | classification and the lack of FDA-approved research. The other
side of the research coin is that a better, fuller understanding of marijuana’s adverse effects remains unknown due
to those very same study restrictions. Regardless, and in defiance of traditional prohibitionists, the mapping of

cannabinoid receptors throughout the human body in recent years (in the brain, gut and immune system) indicates

that cannabis may indeed have biologically active and beneficial uses.'®

While physicians are inhibited from discussing the option of marijuana use with patients in most clinical
situations because of the multitude of potential legal repercussions at the state and federal levels, it may be that the
majority of doctors look upon medicinal marijuana use openly, if not favorably. In a 2013 New England Journal of
Medicine poll of over 1,400 physicians, given the vignette of a cancer patient with poorly controlled pain and nausea
who inquires about the potential benefits of marijuana for her symptoms, 76% claimed that they would recommend
marijuana use.'® In those locales where legal, marijuana is being prescribed for an ever-increasing list of responsive
pathologies and symptoms: pain of many types (diabetic and HIV neuropathy, fiboromyalgia, and migraine), the
anorexia and nausea of cancer states, muscle spasm associated with multiple sclerosis, the inflammation of

165-168

ulcerative colitis, and more. There is also growing evidence that certain cancer cells may be inhibited by

cannabis, an area of study with expansive potential.169 Regarding the safety of marijuana, the Clinical Journal of Pain

»170

reinforces that it has minimal toxicity and “no risk of lethal overdose. For how many pharmaceuticals or adult

beverages can that claim be made?
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Given marijuana’s multiple sites of biologic activity, its small but growing body of clinical trial evidences, its
large number of subjective reports of patients’ relief of a wide range of symptoms, and its favorable drug safety
profile, the continued government classification of and resistance to medicinal marijuana is indefensible and asinine
in this physician’s professional opinion. Furthermore, given the above mentioned benefits, perhaps individuals who
desire to use marijuana—for whatever reason they choose—should be permitted to do so without placing the
physician as gatekeeper for a substance no more toxic than tobacco or alcohol. Certainly there are plenty of other
uses of physicians’ time, training and expertise without clogging office schedules and billing cycles with suffering
people’s attempts to obtain a prescription for an herb that has been on this planet for millennia. “But, doctor, it’s
just not that simple!” many will clamor. The very complexity of the issue is precisely the reason that bureaucrats and
regulators will continue to be unable to control it—and should stop trying. Medical science will continue to study,
refine, provide increasing options and advise in the realm of marijuana’s effects and uses, preferably without the

ongoing interferences and failures of government obstructionism.

CONCLUSION

In a March 2015 interview with Vice News, the current president of the United States was asked about removing
marijuana from the list of federally prohibited drugs. He responded: “Young people, | understand this is important to
you. But, you know, you should be thinking about climate change, the economy, jobs, war and peace. Maybe, way at
the bottom, you should be thinking about marijuana.”171 Aside from the tone of condescension towards and
minimization of those that may recognize the War on Drugs for its obscenity and widespread wreckage, the idea that
opposition to the institutionalized failure of government policy is merely a ploy for young adults to toke up and get
high is telling of the ignorance and short-sightedness held by policymakers. And then there’s the hypocrisy, as pot
smoking has been publically common among those elected to office. In fact, the last three presidents are known to
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Had those men experienced a

have been users of marijuana and/or cocaine, irresponsible alcohol use aside.
typical law enforcement encounter for their use and possession of illegal drugs, the course of their lives, and

perhaps that of the nation, might have been much different.”’

Politicians dance around the topics of drug decriminalization and legalization as they do any potentially

divisive topic that could impact poll numbers—so much so that that little real debate takes place in this country at
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the national level. The states are moving, to some degree, on their own with regard to marijuana laws. Other
countries are serving as laboratories for various levels of drug decriminalization and legalization (the Netherlands,
Portugal, Uruguay, the Czech Republic, among others). Where taking place, the results of the loosening of drug laws
are not generally leading to increased drug usage and have not resulted in societal disruption, which is what

prohibitionists tend to fear.’***

It is not the intention of this essay to minimize or underestimate the harms that powerful drugs and their
abuse can cause. Substance abuse and addiction destroy people and families, negatively impact health, can result in
violence, lead to societal harm, are incompatible with productive work, and have high economic costs. These are
significant issues for serious and ongoing attention, and they will never be fully eradicated, as human beings cannot
be fundamentally changed. However, in attempting to ameliorate these issues, the approach that has been taken in
the United States is a failed one. In a cost-benefit analysis, the plus column contains no demonstrable evidence in
support of the War on Drugs, while there is a seemingly endless list of harms associated with such authoritarian
measures in the minus column. In Eugene Jarecki’s thought-provoking 2012 documentary on the drug war, The
House I Live In, journalist and writer David Simon discusses many of the costs and harms inflicted by the
criminalization of drugs. Paraphrased, he says that it would be one thing if the War on Drugs were Draconian and it

worked. It is Draconian, and it doesn’t work.™®

In considering alternatives to the current criminal justice paradigm regarding drug use, getting to a point in
which a public health approach—offering treatment, rather than doling out sentences, to addicts—may, currently,
be a politically untenable proposition. But the facts remain. And, quite simply, anything short of full legalization
perpetuates the ills the War on Drugs creates. The black market and its extensive economic distortions and incentive
structures, the indirect funding of narco-traffickers, the endless cycle of the Prison-Industrial Complex, the civil rights
catastrophe, the militarized police, the no-knock raids, the civil asset forfeiture, the systemic racism, the
incarcerated parents, the corruption, the violence, the medical impediments and the moral hypocrisy...these will
persist. Partial prohibition and partial decriminalization offer only partial improvement, which in light of the harms

should be wholly unacceptable.



“Good law is good order.” In the prohibitionists’ reactionary attempts to deal with the real and perceived
moral and social ills associated with drug use—and in stark contrast to what Aristotle posited so very long ago—
much bad law has been foisted upon this country. Rather than improve the underlying issues, the government’s
interventions—and their subsequent consequences—have created a humanitarian blight. David Simon referred to

78 7o the uninitiated, that claim may seem hyperbole and perhaps

the drug war as a “holocaust in slow motion.
even offensive. After a thoughtful consideration of the associated costs and harms associated with the War on

Drugs, however, the description could not be more accurate.

21



o

v w N

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

22

WORKS CITED

Robinson, Matthew and Scherlen, Renee. Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics: A Critical Analysis
of Claims Made by the Office of National Drug Control Policy. 2007. New York: State University of New
York Press. Pg 19.

Aristotle. Politics. 350 B.C. Translated by Benjamin Jowett. From the “Classics” website at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Accessed Apr 6, 2015.
http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/politics.html

“Plato and Aristotle on Tyranny and the Rule of Law.” Constitutional Rights Foundation. Accessed Apr 6,

2015. http://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-26-1-plato-and-aristotle-on-tyranny-and-the-

rule-of-law.html

Robinson, et al. Pg 19-25.

Jarecki, Eugene. “The House | Live In” (documentary). 2012. Approx minutes 54 to 70.
http://houseilivein.vhx.tv/

Robinson, et al. Pg 27.

Jarecki (documentary). Approx minute 37.

Robinson, et al. Pg 33.

Brum, William. “The Real Drug Lords: A brief history of CIA involvement in the Drug Trade. “ Global
Research. Aug 31, 2008. Accessed Apr 6, 2015. http://www.globalresearch.ca/the-real-drug-lords-a-

brief-history-of-cia-involvement-in-the-drug-trade/10013

Spiegel, Alix. “What Vietnam Taught Us About Breaking Bad Habits.” NPR. Jan 2, 2012. Accessed Apr 6,
2015. http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2012/01/02/144431794/what-vietnam-taught-us-about-
breaking-bad-habits

Stanton, M.D. “Drugs, Vietnam, and the Vietnam veteran: an overview.” Am J Drug Alcohol Abuse.
1976;3(4);557-70. Abstract at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1032764

Miron, Jeffrey. Drug War Crimes: The Consequences of Prohibition. 2004. The Independent Institute.
Oakland, CA. Pg. 68.

Robinson, et al. Pg 31.

Burris, Charles. “The CIA and Drug-Trafficking: Affidavit by Peter Dale Scott.” Lew Rockwell. Oct 17,
2014. Accessed Apr 6, 2015. https://www.lewrockwell.com/Irc-blog/the-cia-and-drug-trafficking-

affidavit-by-peter-dale-scott/

“Key Figures In CIA-Crack Cocaine Scandal Begin To Come Forward.” Huffington Post. Oct 10, 2014.
Accessed Apr 6, 2015. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/10/gary-webb-dark-
alliance_n_5961748.html

Collins, Larry. “The CIA Drug Connection Is as Old as the Agency.” New York Times. Dec 3, 1993.
Accessed Apr 6, 2015. http://www.nytimes.com/1993/12/03/opinion/03iht-edlarry.html

Goodman, Amy, et al."’Kill the Messenger’ Resurrects Gary Webb, Journalist Maligned for Exposing CIA

Ties to Crack Trade.” Video interview with transcript. Democracy Now! Oct 9, 2014. Accessed Apr 6,
2015. http://www.democracynow.org/2014/10/9/kill the messenger resurrects gary webb

Umansky, Eric. “Total Coverage: The CIA, Contras, and Drugs.” Mother Jones. Aug 25, 1998. Accessed
Apr 6, 2015. http://www.motherjones.com/politics/1998/08/total-coverage-cia-contras-and-drugs

Parry, Robert. “How John Kerry exposed the Contra-cocaine scandal.” Salon. Oct 25, 2004. Accessed
Apr 6, 2015. http://www.salon.com/2004/10/25/contra/

Koehler, Robert. “Skulking Away From a Failed War.” Huffington Post. Jan 1, 2015. Updated Mar 3,
2015. Accessed Apr 6, 2015. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-koehler/skulking-away-from-a-
fail_ b 6404648.html



http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/politics.html
http://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-26-1-plato-and-aristotle-on-tyranny-and-the-rule-of-law.html
http://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-26-1-plato-and-aristotle-on-tyranny-and-the-rule-of-law.html
http://houseilivein.vhx.tv/
http://www.globalresearch.ca/the-real-drug-lords-a-brief-history-of-cia-involvement-in-the-drug-trade/10013
http://www.globalresearch.ca/the-real-drug-lords-a-brief-history-of-cia-involvement-in-the-drug-trade/10013
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2012/01/02/144431794/what-vietnam-taught-us-about-breaking-bad-habits
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2012/01/02/144431794/what-vietnam-taught-us-about-breaking-bad-habits
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1032764
https://www.lewrockwell.com/lrc-blog/the-cia-and-drug-trafficking-affidavit-by-peter-dale-scott/
https://www.lewrockwell.com/lrc-blog/the-cia-and-drug-trafficking-affidavit-by-peter-dale-scott/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/10/gary-webb-dark-alliance_n_5961748.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/10/gary-webb-dark-alliance_n_5961748.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1993/12/03/opinion/03iht-edlarry.html
http://www.democracynow.org/2014/10/9/kill_the_messenger_resurrects_gary_webb
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/1998/08/total-coverage-cia-contras-and-drugs
http://www.salon.com/2004/10/25/contra/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-koehler/skulking-away-from-a-fail_b_6404648.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-koehler/skulking-away-from-a-fail_b_6404648.html

21.

22.

23.

24,
25.

26.
27.

28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

38.

39.
40.
41.
42.

43,

44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

23

Vicens, A.J. “A Drug Warrior's Inside Look at the War on Afghanistan's Heroin Trade.” Mother Jones. Jan
12, 2015. Accessed Apr 6, 2015. http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/01/ed-follis-dea-
afghanistan-opium

Bandow, Doug. “From Fighting the Drug War to Protecting the Right to Use Drugs: Recognizing a
Forgotten Liberty.”Online. Fraser Institute. 2012. Pg 14.
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/uploadedFiles/fraser-ca/Content/research-

news/research/publications/ch10-from-fighting-the-drug-war-to-protecting-the-right-to-use-drugs.pdf

“Illicit Drug Use and Marijuana Use in Lifetime, Past Year, and Past Month among Persons Aged 12 and
Older in the US by Demographic Characteristic: Numbers in Thousands, 2013.” Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration, 2014, Table 1.19A and Table 1.24A. Posted at Drug War Facts. Item 13.
Accessed Apr 7, 2015. http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug_Usage#Overview

Robinson, et al. Pg 96.

“Prevalence of Current Alcohol Use, Binge Drinking, and Heavy Drinking in the US, 2013.” Drug War
Facts. Item 50. Sourced from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. Acessed
Apr 7, 2015. http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug_Usage#Alcohol

Robinson, et al. Pg 143.

Vance, Laurence. The War on Drugs is a War on Freedom. 2012. Vance Publications. Orlando, Fl. Pg 22-
23.

Kleiman, Mark, et al. Drugs and Drug Policy: What Everyone Needs to Know. 2011. Oxford University
Press. New York. Pg 192.

Ibid. Pg 134-159.

Robinson, et al. Pg 97.

Miron. Pg 59-61.

Kleiman, et al. Pg 134-159.

Bandow. Pg 4.

Kleiman. Pg 5-6.

Miron. Pg 68.

Vance. Pg 93.

“Wasted Tax Dollars.” Drug Policy Alliance. Accessed Apr 8, 2015. http://www.drugpolicy.org/wasted-

tax-dollars

Powell, Benjamin. “The Economics Behind the U.S. Government’s Unwinnable War on Drugs.”
Independent Institute. Aug 21, 2013. Accessed Apr 8, 2015.
http://www.independent.org/publications/article.asp?id=4694

Brandow. Pg 18.

“Wasted Tax Dollars.” Drug Policy Alliance. http://www.drugpolicy.org/wasted-tax-dollars
Miron. Pg 37

“Drug Use Estimates.” Drug War Facts. Accessed Apr 8, 2015.
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug Usage#Overview

“Elasticity and Its Application.” Essentials of Economics, 6th edition. Mankiw, N.G. (Ed). Chapter 5.
Harvard University.

Powell.

Miron. Pg 76.

Robinson, et al. Pg 146-7.

Powell.

Ibid.

Miron. Pg 36.

Kleiman, et al. Pg 46-7.


http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/01/ed-follis-dea-afghanistan-opium
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/01/ed-follis-dea-afghanistan-opium
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/uploadedFiles/fraser-ca/Content/research-news/research/publications/ch10-from-fighting-the-drug-war-to-protecting-the-right-to-use-drugs.pdf
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/uploadedFiles/fraser-ca/Content/research-news/research/publications/ch10-from-fighting-the-drug-war-to-protecting-the-right-to-use-drugs.pdf
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug_Usage#Overview
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug_Usage#Alcohol
http://www.drugpolicy.org/wasted-tax-dollars
http://www.drugpolicy.org/wasted-tax-dollars
http://www.independent.org/publications/article.asp?id=4694
http://www.drugpolicy.org/wasted-tax-dollars
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug_Usage#Overview

51.
52.

53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.
75.

24

Miron. Pg 17.

“Interview With Milton Friedman on the Drug War”. This transcript is an excerpt from an interview on
America’s Drug Forum, a national public affairs television show, in 1991. The session is entitled
"Friedman & Szasz On Liberty and Drugs", and the host is Randy Paige. Posted at Schaffer Library of
Drug Policy. Accessed Apr 8, 2015. http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/misc/friedm1.htm
Robinson, et al. Pg 146-7.

Ibid. Pg 147-8.

Ibid. Pg 143.

Powell.

Vance. Pg41-44

“Mexico in Crisis: U.S. Drug War Funding, Ayotzinapa and Human Rights Violations.” Center for

International Policy, Americas Program. Nov 12, 2014. Accessed Apr 8, 2015.
http://www.cipamericas.org/archives/13396

“International Data and Policies: International — Mexico.” Drug War Facts. Accessed Apr 8, 2015.
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/mexico#tsthash.gTeORQX9.dpbs

Collins, Michael. “U.S. State Dept. Calls for Reforming International Treaties That Support the Global
Drug War.” Drug Policy Alliance. Oct 16, 2014. Accessed Apr 8, 2015.
http://www.drugpolicy.org/blog/us-state-dept-calls-reforming-international-treaties-support-global-
drug-war

Barrueto, Luis. “The War on Drugs is Destroying My Country.” Town Hall. Aug 25, 2014. Accessed Apr 8,
2015. http://townhall.com/columnists/luisbarrueto/2014/08/25/the-war-on-drugs-is-destroying-my-
country-n1882135/page/full

Lee, Brianna. “Mexico’s Drug War.” Council on Foreign Relations. Mar 5, 2014. Accessed Apr 8, 2015.

http://www.cfr.org/mexico/mexicos-drug-war/p13689

Robinson, et al. Pg 150.

Roy, Remi. “How Lucrative lllegal Drug Trafficking Finances International Terrorist Organizations.”
Alternet. Oct 26, 2014. Accessed Apr 8, 2015. http://www.alternet.org/drugs/how-lucrative-illegal-
drug-trafficking-finances-international-terrorist-organizations

Miron. Pg 13.

Kleiman, et al. Pg 174-185

“End Civil Forfeiture: the Institute for Justice’s Initiative to End Policing for Profit.” Institute for Justice.
Accessed Apr 9, 2015. http://endforfeiture.com/

“Asset Forfeiture.” Drug War Facts. Accessed Apr 9, 2015.

http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Civil Rightsttsthash.hVmc8pSa.dpbs

“The Forfeiture Machine Turns Cops Into Robbers.” Video. Institute for Justice. Accessed Apr 9, 2015.
https://youtu.be/Y6MT YLOS5yg

Stillman, Sarah. “Taken.” The New Yorker. Aug 12, 2013. Apr 9, 2015.
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/08/12/taken

“Ending Policing for Profit in Texas.” Institute for Justice. Accessed Apr 9, 2015.
http://www.ij.org/texas-civil-forfeiture-background

“Civil Asset Forfeiture: 7 Things You Should Know.” Heritage Foundation. May 26, 2014. Accessed Apr 9,
2015. http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2014/03/civil-asset-forfeiture-7-things-you-should-

know

“Asset Forfeiture.” Drug War Facts. Accessed Apr 9, 2015.
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Forfeiture#tsthash.dIKTB80n.dpbs
Stillman.

“Ending Policing for Profit in Texas.”


http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/misc/friedm1.htm
http://www.cipamericas.org/archives/13396
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/mexico#sthash.gTe0RQX9.dpbs
http://www.drugpolicy.org/blog/us-state-dept-calls-reforming-international-treaties-support-global-drug-war
http://www.drugpolicy.org/blog/us-state-dept-calls-reforming-international-treaties-support-global-drug-war
http://townhall.com/columnists/luisbarrueto/2014/08/25/the-war-on-drugs-is-destroying-my-country-n1882135/page/full
http://townhall.com/columnists/luisbarrueto/2014/08/25/the-war-on-drugs-is-destroying-my-country-n1882135/page/full
http://www.cfr.org/mexico/mexicos-drug-war/p13689
http://www.alternet.org/drugs/how-lucrative-illegal-drug-trafficking-finances-international-terrorist-organizations
http://www.alternet.org/drugs/how-lucrative-illegal-drug-trafficking-finances-international-terrorist-organizations
http://endforfeiture.com/
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Civil_Rights#sthash.hVmc8pSa.dpbs
https://youtu.be/Y6MT_YLO5yg
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/08/12/taken
http://www.ij.org/texas-civil-forfeiture-background
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2014/03/civil-asset-forfeiture-7-things-you-should-know
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2014/03/civil-asset-forfeiture-7-things-you-should-know
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Forfeiture#sthash.dlKTB80n.dpbs

76.

77.

78.

79.
80.

81.

82.

83.

84.
85.
86.
87.

88.

89.

90.

91.
92.

93.
94.

95.

25

Libor, Jany. “Drug War Asset Forfeitures Draw Scrutiny.” Minneapolis Star Tribune. Aug 26, 2014.
Accessed Apr 9, 2015.
http://www.startribune.com/local/south/272760391.html|?page=all&prepage=2&c=y#continue

“Fighting the Philadelphia Forfeiture Machine.” Institute for Justice. Accessed Apr 9, 2015.
http://www.ij.org/philadelphia-forfeiture-backgrounder

“Civil Asset Forfeiture.” American Civil Liberties Union. Accessed Apr 9, 2015.
https://www.aclu.org/criminal-law-reform/civil-asset-forfeiture

Bandow. Pg 17.

Balko, Radley. Rise of the Warrior Cop: The Militarization of America’s Police Forces. 2013. Perseus
Books. Philadelphia. Pg 35-42.

Bandow. Pg 16

Wofford, Taylor. “How America’s Police Became an Army: The 1033 Program.” Newsweek. Aug 13,

2014. Accessed Apr 10, 2015. http://www.newsweek.com/how-americas-police-became-army-1033-
program-264537

Lamothe, Dan. “Pentagon defends program supplying military gear to Ferguson police.” Washington
Post. Aug 19, 2014. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/08/19/pentagon-defends-program-

supplying-military-gear-to-ferguson-police/

Ibid.

Wofford.

Balko. Pg 210.

Rezvani, A., et al. “MRAPs And Bayonets: What We Know About The Pentagon's 1033 Program.”
National Public Radio. Sep 2, 2014. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.npr.org/2014/09/02/342494225/mraps-and-bayonets-what-we-know-about-the-
pentagons-1033-program

Lind, Dara. “Cops do 20,000 no-knock raids a year. Civilians often pay the price when they go wrong.”
Vox. Oct 29, 2014. Accessed Apr 10, 2015. http://www.vox.com/2014/10/29/7083371/swat-no-knock-
raids-police-killed-civilians-dangerous-work-drugs

Balko, Radley. “Reader submissions from small towns that are militarizing their police forces.”
Washington Post. Apr 29, 2014.Accessed Apr 10, 2015. http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-
watch/wp/2014/04/29/reader-submissions-from-small-towns-that-are-militarizing-their-police-forces/

Harwood, Matthew. “One nation under SWAT: How America’s police became an occupying force.”
Salon. Aug 14, 2014. Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.salon.com/2014/08/14/one _nation_under _swat _how americas_police_became an occu

pying_force partner/
Ibid.
Balko, Radley. “New ACLU report takes a snapshot of police militarization in the United States.”

Washington Post. Jun 24, 2014. Accessed Apr 10, 2015. http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-

watch/wp/2014/06/24/new-aclu-report-takes-a-snapshot-of-police-militarization-in-the-united-states/
Lind.

Balko, Radley. “These 13 People Were Killed By The War On Drugs. Their Lives Were The Cost Of
Prohibition.” Huffington Post. Apr 18, 2014. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/04/18/drug-war-deaths n 5162673.html

“War Comes Home: The Excessive Militarization of American Policing.” American Civil Liberties Union.
June 2014. Accessed Apr 10, 2015. https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/assets/jus14-
warcomeshome-report-web-rell.pdf



http://www.startribune.com/local/south/272760391.html?page=all&prepage=2&c=y#continue
http://www.ij.org/philadelphia-forfeiture-backgrounder
https://www.aclu.org/criminal-law-reform/civil-asset-forfeiture
http://www.newsweek.com/how-americas-police-became-army-1033-program-264537
http://www.newsweek.com/how-americas-police-became-army-1033-program-264537
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/08/19/pentagon-defends-program-supplying-military-gear-to-ferguson-police/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2014/08/19/pentagon-defends-program-supplying-military-gear-to-ferguson-police/
http://www.npr.org/2014/09/02/342494225/mraps-and-bayonets-what-we-know-about-the-pentagons-1033-program
http://www.npr.org/2014/09/02/342494225/mraps-and-bayonets-what-we-know-about-the-pentagons-1033-program
http://www.vox.com/2014/10/29/7083371/swat-no-knock-raids-police-killed-civilians-dangerous-work-drugs
http://www.vox.com/2014/10/29/7083371/swat-no-knock-raids-police-killed-civilians-dangerous-work-drugs
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/04/29/reader-submissions-from-small-towns-that-are-militarizing-their-police-forces/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/04/29/reader-submissions-from-small-towns-that-are-militarizing-their-police-forces/
http://www.salon.com/2014/08/14/one_nation_under_swat_how_americas_police_became_an_occupying_force_partner/
http://www.salon.com/2014/08/14/one_nation_under_swat_how_americas_police_became_an_occupying_force_partner/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/06/24/new-aclu-report-takes-a-snapshot-of-police-militarization-in-the-united-states/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/06/24/new-aclu-report-takes-a-snapshot-of-police-militarization-in-the-united-states/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/04/18/drug-war-deaths_n_5162673.html
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/assets/jus14-warcomeshome-report-web-rel1.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/assets/jus14-warcomeshome-report-web-rel1.pdf

26

96. Cooke, Charles. “Puppycide. A surprising number of dogs are shot by cops. A new documentary looks at
the problem.” National Review. Nov 4, 2013. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/362980/puppycide-charles-c-w-cooke

97. “The Puppycide Database Project: The first nationwide database tracking police shootings of animals.”
PuppycideDB. Accessed Apr 10, 2015. https://puppycidedb.com/

98. Balko. Rise of the Warrior Cop. Pg 264.

99. Ibid. Pg 274.

100. Ibid. Pg 266.

101. Lind.

102. Balko. Rise of the Warrior Cop. Pg 218-223.

103. Lind.

104. Pilutik, Scott. “Frisk Assessment: Mayor Bloomberg’s efficiency arguments about stop-and-frisk are
wrong, as well as irrelevant.” Slate. Aug 19, 2013. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.slate.com/articles/news _and politics/jurisprudence/2013/08/new york s stop and frisk

policy is neither effective nor constitutional.html

105. Bergner, Daniel. “Is Stop-and-Frisk Worth It?: Civil-rights activists are ecstatic that a federal judge
declared the NYPD’s policy unconstitutional. But law-enforcement officials say the practice has made
U.S. cities dramatically safer. Now what?” The Atlantic. Apr 2014. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2014/03/is-stop-and-frisk-worth-it/358644/

106. Zeff, Blake. “America’s over-policing bombshell: How new data proves ‘stop & frisk’ critics were right
all along.” Salon. Jan 10, 2015. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.salon.com/2015/01/10/americas_over_policing_bombshell how new_data_proves stop
frisk critics were right all along/

107.1bid.

108. “Crime, Arrests and US Law Enforcement.” Drug War Facts.
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Crime#sthash.bORpg40x.dpbs

109. Hastings, Deborah. “Texas state troopers caught on camera probing women's privates aren't isolated
incidents: lawyers.” New York Daily News. Aug 2, 2013. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/troopers-texas-probe-genitals-women-traffic-stops-
article-1.1414668

110. “Texas woman sues state trooper over invasive roadside body cavity-search.” Russia Times. Jan 9,
2015. Accessed Apr 10, 2015. http://rt.com/usa/221299-texas-lawsuit-invasive-cavity-search/

111. Feine, Paul and Manning, Alex. “The Drug War, the Fourth Amendment, and Anal Cavity Searches in
New Mexico.” Reason. Aug 2, 2014. Accessed Apr 10, 2015. http://reason.com/blog/2014/08/02/the-
drug-war-the-fourth-amendment-and-al

112. Fowler, Bob. “Lawsuit filed over OR man's warrantless cavity search.” Knoxville News Sentinel. Jun 6,
2012. Accessed Apr 10, 2015. http://www.knoxnews.com/news/local-news/lawsuit-filed-over-or-mans-
warrantless-cavity

113. Bracamontes, Aaron. “Woman sues over vaginal, anal exams in El Paso drug search.” El Paso Times.
Dec 18, 2013. Accessed Apr 10, 2015. http://www.elpasotimes.com/latestnews/ci 24750069/woman-
sues-over-drug-search-after-crossing-at

114. Nelson, Steven. “New Mexico Man Given Forced Colonoscopy by Cops Wins $1.6 Million Settlement:
Police and doctors allegedly committed 'medical anal rape, numerous times over a 12-hour period’.”
U.S. News and World Reports. Jan 14, 2014. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2014/01/14/new-mexico-man-given-forced-colonoscopy-by-
cops-wins-16-million-settlement

115. “Crime, Arrests and US Law Enforcement.”



http://www.nationalreview.com/article/362980/puppycide-charles-c-w-cooke
https://puppycidedb.com/
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2013/08/new_york_s_stop_and_frisk_policy_is_neither_effective_nor_constitutional.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2013/08/new_york_s_stop_and_frisk_policy_is_neither_effective_nor_constitutional.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2014/03/is-stop-and-frisk-worth-it/358644/
http://www.salon.com/2015/01/10/americas_over_policing_bombshell_how_new_data_proves_stop_frisk_critics_were_right_all_along/
http://www.salon.com/2015/01/10/americas_over_policing_bombshell_how_new_data_proves_stop_frisk_critics_were_right_all_along/
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Crime#sthash.b0Rpg4Ox.dpbs
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/troopers-texas-probe-genitals-women-traffic-stops-article-1.1414668
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/troopers-texas-probe-genitals-women-traffic-stops-article-1.1414668
http://rt.com/usa/221299-texas-lawsuit-invasive-cavity-search/
http://reason.com/blog/2014/08/02/the-drug-war-the-fourth-amendment-and-a1
http://reason.com/blog/2014/08/02/the-drug-war-the-fourth-amendment-and-a1
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/local-news/lawsuit-filed-over-or-mans-warrantless-cavity
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/local-news/lawsuit-filed-over-or-mans-warrantless-cavity
http://www.elpasotimes.com/latestnews/ci_24750069/woman-sues-over-drug-search-after-crossing-at
http://www.elpasotimes.com/latestnews/ci_24750069/woman-sues-over-drug-search-after-crossing-at
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2014/01/14/new-mexico-man-given-forced-colonoscopy-by-cops-wins-16-million-settlement
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2014/01/14/new-mexico-man-given-forced-colonoscopy-by-cops-wins-16-million-settlement

27

116. “Prisons, Jails and Probation — Overview.” Drug War Facts. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/prisons_and jails#sthash.fnSAzc7z.dpbs

117. “Drugs and Crime in America: Drug Courts Significantly Reduce Crime.” National Association of Drug
Court Professionals. Accessed Apr 10, 2015. http://www.nadcp.org/learn/drug-courts-work/drugs-and-

crime-america

118. Sack, David. “We can’t afford to ignore drug addiction in prison.” Washington Post. Aug 14, 2014.
Accessed Apr 10, 2015. http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2014/08/14/we-
cant-afford-to-ignore-drug-addiction-in-prison/

119. “Drugs inside prison walls.” Washington Times. Jan 27, 2010. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/jan/27/drugs-inside-prison-walls/?page=all

120. Schneider, Tracy. “Drug Use in the Washington State Penitentiary.” Whitman College. Apr 15, 2010.
Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.doc.wa.gov/aboutdoc/measuresstatistics/docs/DrugUseattheWashingtonStatePenitentiar
y-TracySchneider-WhitmanCollege2010.pdf

121. “Prison, Jails and Probation — Overview.”

122. “Felony Disenfranchisement.” The Sentencing Project. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=133

123. Walshe, Sadhbh. “Served your time in prison and looking for a job? You're out of luck.” The Guardian.
Jul 25, 2012. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/jul/25/prisons-job-homeboy-industries

124. “FAFSA Facts.” Office of National Drug Control Policy. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/recovery/fafsa.pdf

125. “Race and Prison.” Drug War Facts. Accessed Apr 10, 2015.
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Race and Prison#tsthash.SPTCOpqJ.dpbs

126. lbid.

127. Lopez, German. “Everyone does drugs, but only minorities are punished for it.” Vox. Jul 1, 2014.
Accessed Apr 11, 2015. http://www.vox.com/2014/7/1/5850830/war-on-drugs-racist-minorities

128. “Crime, Arrests, and US Law Enforcement.”

129. Ibid.

130. “Race and Prison.”

131. McWhorter, John. “How the War on Drugs is Destroying Black America”. Cato’s Letter. Cato Institute.
Winter 2011, pg 1. Accessed Apr 11, 2015.
http://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/catoslettervonl.pdf

132. Vance, Laurence. “The War on Drugs: Cui Bono?” The Future of Freedom Foundation. May 17, 2012.
Accessed Apr 12, 2015. http://fff.org/explore-freedom/article/the-war-on-drugs-cui-bono/

133. Bentsen, Kendall. “Money, Not Morals, Drives Marijuana Prohibition Movement.” Open Secrets,
Center for Responsive Politics. Aug 5, 2014. Accessed Apr 12, 2015.
http://www.opensecrets.org/news/2014/08/money-not-morals-drives-marijuana-prohibition-
movement/

134.Correction Corporation of America. Securities and Exchange Commission Form 10-K 2010 Annual
Report. Accessed Apr 12, 2015. http://phx.corporate-
ir.net/External.File?item=UGFyZW50SUQINDE5SMTEWfEN0aWxkSUQINDMyMiglfFR5cGUIMQ==&t=1
(if link is broken, this file may also be accessed from a link in the Matt Stoller article nearby.)

135. Stoller, Matt. “Who Wants Keep the War on Drugs Going AND Put You in Debtor’s Prison?” Naked
Capitalism. Jun 24, 2011. Accessed Apr 12, 2015. http://www.nakedcapitalism.com/2011/06/matt-
stoller-who-wants-keep-the-war-on-drugs-going-and-put-you-in-debtors-prison.html



http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/prisons_and_jails#sthash.fnSAzc7z.dpbs
http://www.nadcp.org/learn/drug-courts-work/drugs-and-crime-america
http://www.nadcp.org/learn/drug-courts-work/drugs-and-crime-america
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2014/08/14/we-cant-afford-to-ignore-drug-addiction-in-prison/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2014/08/14/we-cant-afford-to-ignore-drug-addiction-in-prison/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/jan/27/drugs-inside-prison-walls/?page=all
http://www.doc.wa.gov/aboutdoc/measuresstatistics/docs/DrugUseattheWashingtonStatePenitentiary-TracySchneider-WhitmanCollege2010.pdf
http://www.doc.wa.gov/aboutdoc/measuresstatistics/docs/DrugUseattheWashingtonStatePenitentiary-TracySchneider-WhitmanCollege2010.pdf
http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=133
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/jul/25/prisons-job-homeboy-industries
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/recovery/fafsa.pdf
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Race_and_Prison#sthash.SPTCOpqJ.dpbs
http://www.vox.com/2014/7/1/5850830/war-on-drugs-racist-minorities
http://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/catosletterv9n1.pdf
http://fff.org/explore-freedom/article/the-war-on-drugs-cui-bono/
http://www.opensecrets.org/news/2014/08/money-not-morals-drives-marijuana-prohibition-movement/
http://www.opensecrets.org/news/2014/08/money-not-morals-drives-marijuana-prohibition-movement/
http://phx.corporate-ir.net/External.File?item=UGFyZW50SUQ9NDE5MTEwfENoaWxkSUQ9NDMyMjg1fFR5cGU9MQ==&t=1
http://phx.corporate-ir.net/External.File?item=UGFyZW50SUQ9NDE5MTEwfENoaWxkSUQ9NDMyMjg1fFR5cGU9MQ==&t=1
http://www.nakedcapitalism.com/2011/06/matt-stoller-who-wants-keep-the-war-on-drugs-going-and-put-you-in-debtors-prison.html
http://www.nakedcapitalism.com/2011/06/matt-stoller-who-wants-keep-the-war-on-drugs-going-and-put-you-in-debtors-prison.html

28

136. “Gaming the System: How the Political Strategies of Private Prison Companies Promote Ineffective
Incarceration Policies.” Justice Policy Institute. June 2011. Accessed Apr 12, 2015.
http://www.justicepolicy.org/uploads/justicepolicy/documents/gaming the system.pdf

137. “Private Prison Companies Want You Locked Up.” Justice Policy Institute. June 22, 2011. Accessed Apr
12, 2015. http://www.justicepolicy.org/news/2615
138.Cavanaugh, Tim. “The Golden State’s Iron Bars: How California prison guards became the country’s

most powerful union.” Reason. July 2011. Accessed Apr 12, 2015.

http://reason.com/archives/2011/06/23/the-golden-states-iron-bars
139. “Public Safety First.” Sourcewatch. Accessed Apr 12, 2015.

http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Public_Safety First

140. “Campaign Finance: Public Safety First — No On Prop 19.” California Secretary of State Alex Padilla.
Accessed Apr 12, 2015. http://cal-
access.sos.ca.gov/Campaign/Committees/Detail.aspx?id=1326337&session=2009&view=latel

141. “Proposition 19.” Smart Voter. Accessed Apr 12, 2015.
http://www.smartvoter.org/2010/11/02/ca/state/prop/19/

142. Grim, Ryan. “California Pot Initiative Opposed By Beer Industry.” Huffington Post. Sep 21, 2010.
Accessed Apr 12, 2015. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/09/21/this-buds-not-for-you-
bee n_732901.html

143. lbid.

144. Armentano, Paul. “Alcohol Lobby Now Openly Spending Against CA's Legal Pot Initiative in Alliance
with Police Industrial Complex.” Alternet. Sep 17, 2010. Accessed Apr 12, 2015.
http://www.alternet.org/story/148213/alcohol _lobby now openly spending against ca%27s legal p

ot _initiative in_alliance with police industrial complex

145. Vance, Laurence. “The War on Drugs: Cui Bono? “

146. Riggs, Mike. “4 Industries Getting Rich Off the Drug War.” Reason. Apr 22, 2012. Accessed Apr 12,
2015. http://reason.com/archives/2012/04/22/4-industries-getting-rich-off-the-drug-w/3

147. MacDonald, Isabel. “The GOP's Drug-Testing Dragnet: How Republicans and industry profiteers are

targeting high school students, welfare applicants and the unemployed.” The Nation. Apr 3, 2013.
Accessed Apr 12, 2015. http://www.thenation.com/article/173654/gops-drug-testing-
dragnet?page=0,0#

148. “Injury Prevention & Control: Prescription Drug Overdose.” Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.Apr 12, 2015. http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/data/index.html

149. Hensley, Scott. “Overdose Deaths From Narcotics Keep Climbing. National Public Radio.” Feb 20, 2013.
Apr 12, 2015. http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2013/02/20/172481359/overdose-deaths-from-
narcotics-keep-climbing

150. Fang, Lee. “At Conservative Conference, Retired Police Officer Explains How Lobbyists Profit From
Marijuana Prohibition.” The Republic Report. Feb 10, 2012. Accessed Apr 12, 2015.
http://www.republicreport.org/2012/police-marijuana-cpac/

151. Fang, Lee. “The Real Reason Pot Is Still lllegal: Opponents of marijuana-law reform insist that
legalization is dangerous—but the biggest threat is to their own bottom line.” The Nation. Jul 1, 2014.
Accessed Apr 12, 2015. http://www.thenation.com/article/180493/anti-pot-lobbys-big-
bankroll?page=0,0#

152. Schlosser, Eric. “The Prison-Industrial Complex.” The Atlantic. Dec 1998. Accessed Apr 12, 2015.
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1998/12/the-prison-industrial-complex/304669/

153. “lIke's Warning Of Military Expansion, 50 Years Later.” NPR. Jan 17, 2011. Accessed Apr 12, 2015.
http://www.npr.org/2011/01/17/132942244/ikes-warning-of-military-expansion-50-years-later



http://www.justicepolicy.org/uploads/justicepolicy/documents/gaming_the_system.pdf
http://www.justicepolicy.org/news/2615
http://reason.com/archives/2011/06/23/the-golden-states-iron-bars
http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Public_Safety_First
http://cal-access.sos.ca.gov/Campaign/Committees/Detail.aspx?id=1326337&session=2009&view=late1
http://cal-access.sos.ca.gov/Campaign/Committees/Detail.aspx?id=1326337&session=2009&view=late1
http://www.smartvoter.org/2010/11/02/ca/state/prop/19/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/09/21/this-buds-not-for-you-bee_n_732901.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/09/21/this-buds-not-for-you-bee_n_732901.html
http://www.alternet.org/story/148213/alcohol_lobby_now_openly_spending_against_ca%27s_legal_pot_initiative_in_alliance_with_police_industrial_complex
http://www.alternet.org/story/148213/alcohol_lobby_now_openly_spending_against_ca%27s_legal_pot_initiative_in_alliance_with_police_industrial_complex
http://reason.com/archives/2012/04/22/4-industries-getting-rich-off-the-drug-w/3
http://www.thenation.com/article/173654/gops-drug-testing-dragnet?page=0,0
http://www.thenation.com/article/173654/gops-drug-testing-dragnet?page=0,0
http://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/data/index.html
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2013/02/20/172481359/overdose-deaths-from-narcotics-keep-climbing
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2013/02/20/172481359/overdose-deaths-from-narcotics-keep-climbing
http://www.republicreport.org/2012/police-marijuana-cpac/
http://www.thenation.com/article/180493/anti-pot-lobbys-big-bankroll?page=0,0
http://www.thenation.com/article/180493/anti-pot-lobbys-big-bankroll?page=0,0
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1998/12/the-prison-industrial-complex/304669/
http://www.npr.org/2011/01/17/132942244/ikes-warning-of-military-expansion-50-years-later

29

154. “Eisenhower warns us of the military industrial complex.” Television excerpt. Youtube. Accessed Apr
12, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yO6NSBBRtY
155. Pelaez, Vicky. “The Prison Industry in the United States: Big Business or a New Form of Slavery? Global

Research.” Accessed Apr 12, 2015. http://www.globalresearch.ca/the-prison-industry-in-the-united-

states-big-business-or-a-new-form-of-slavery/8289

156. Whitehead, John. “Jailing Americans for Profit: The Rise of the Prison Industrial Complex.” Huffington
Post. Apr 10, 2012. Accessed Apr 12, 2015. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-w-whitehead/prison-
privatization b 1414467.html

157. Fang, Lee. “The Top Five Special Interest Groups Lobbying To Keep Marijuana lllegal.” The Republic
Report. Apr 20, 2012. Accessed Apr 12, 2015. http://www.republicreport.org/2012/marijuana-lobby-
illegal

158. “State Marijuana Law Maps.” Governing. Accessed Apr 13, 2015. http://www.governing.com/gov-

data/state-marijuana-laws-map-medical-recreational.html

159. Leung, Lawrence. “Cannabis and Its Derivatives: Review of Medical Use.” Journal Am Board Fam
Medicine. Mar-Apr 2015. Accessed Apr 13, 2015.
http://www.jabfm.org/content/24/4/452.full?sid=237af5a9-6118-4047-8543-1a17de553ba7

160. Robinson, et al. Lies, Damned Lies and Drug War Statistics. Pg 26-7.

161. MacDonald, James. “Informational Resources for Family Physicians. American Family Physician.” Oct
15, 2009. 80(8): 779-783. Accessed Apr 13, 2015. http://www.aafp.org/afp/2009/1015/p779.html

162. Christensen, Jen. “10 Diseases Where Medical Marijuana Could Have Impact.” CNN. Apr 15, 2015.
Updated Apr 16, 2015. Accessed Apr 17, 2015. http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/15/health/marijuana-
medical-advances/

163. “Medicinal Use of Marijuana.” N Engl J Med. Feb 28, 2013. 368: 866-868. Accessed Apr 17, 2015.
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMclde1300970#t=article

164. bid.

165. Christensen.

166. “Medical Marijuana and Cannabis Medicines.” Drug War Facts. Accessed Apr 17, 2015.
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Medicinal_Cannabis#Tumor

167. Harding, Anne. “Medical Marijuana.” WebMD. Accessed Apr 17, 2015. http://www.webmd.com/pain-
management/features/medical-marijuana-uses?&sa=U&ei=U3EiIVMSWNpLW7QaT-
oHQCw&ved=0CDAQFJAE&usg=AFQjCNG2T7NFBneZ I5xFJuxzZbhnVTFxQ

168. “Online Table A. Indications for Which Marijuana Is Authorized for Medical Use.” Am Fam Physician.
Oct 15, 2009. 80(8): 779-783. Accessed Apr 17, 2015.
http://www.aafp.org/afp/2009/1015/afp20091015p779-s1.pdf

169. “Anti-Tumor Properties: Medical Marijuana and Cannabis.” Drug War Facts. Accessed Apr 17, 2015.

http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Medicinal Cannabis#Tumor

170. Aggarwal, SK. “Cannabinergic pain medicine: a concise clinical primer and survey of
randomized-controlled trial results.” Clin J Pain. 2013 Feb; 29(2):162-71. Accessed
through PubMed on Apr 17, 2015. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22367503

171. Sullum, Jacob. “Obama's Poll-Following Marijuana Metamorphosis.” Forbes. Mar
19, 2015. Accessed Apr 18, 2015.
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jacobsullum/2015/03/19/obamas-poll-following-

marijuana-metamorphosis/

172. Sanchez, Raf. “A brief history of presidential drug taking. The Telegraph. Oct 31,
2014. Accessed Apr 18, 2015.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/barackobama/11191599/A-brief-
history-of-presidential-drug-taking.html



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y06NSBBRtY
http://www.globalresearch.ca/the-prison-industry-in-the-united-states-big-business-or-a-new-form-of-slavery/8289
http://www.globalresearch.ca/the-prison-industry-in-the-united-states-big-business-or-a-new-form-of-slavery/8289
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-w-whitehead/prison-privatization_b_1414467.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-w-whitehead/prison-privatization_b_1414467.html
http://www.republicreport.org/2012/marijuana-lobby-illegal/
http://www.republicreport.org/2012/marijuana-lobby-illegal/
http://www.governing.com/gov-data/state-marijuana-laws-map-medical-recreational.html
http://www.governing.com/gov-data/state-marijuana-laws-map-medical-recreational.html
http://www.jabfm.org/content/24/4/452.full?sid=237af5a9-6118-4047-8543-1a17de553ba7
http://www.aafp.org/afp/2009/1015/p779.html
http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/15/health/marijuana-medical-advances/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/15/health/marijuana-medical-advances/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMclde1300970#t=article
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Medicinal_Cannabis#Tumor
http://www.webmd.com/pain-management/features/medical-marijuana-uses?&sa=U&ei=U3EiVMSwNpLW7QaT-oHQCw&ved=0CDAQFjAE&usg=AFQjCNG2T7NFBneZ_I5xFJuxzZbhnVTFxQ
http://www.webmd.com/pain-management/features/medical-marijuana-uses?&sa=U&ei=U3EiVMSwNpLW7QaT-oHQCw&ved=0CDAQFjAE&usg=AFQjCNG2T7NFBneZ_I5xFJuxzZbhnVTFxQ
http://www.webmd.com/pain-management/features/medical-marijuana-uses?&sa=U&ei=U3EiVMSwNpLW7QaT-oHQCw&ved=0CDAQFjAE&usg=AFQjCNG2T7NFBneZ_I5xFJuxzZbhnVTFxQ
http://www.aafp.org/afp/2009/1015/afp20091015p779-s1.pdf
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Medicinal_Cannabis#Tumor
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22367503
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22367503
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jacobsullum/2015/03/19/obamas-poll-following-marijuana-metamorphosis/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jacobsullum/2015/03/19/obamas-poll-following-marijuana-metamorphosis/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/barackobama/11191599/A-brief-history-of-presidential-drug-taking.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/barackobama/11191599/A-brief-history-of-presidential-drug-taking.html

30

173. Jonescu, Daren. “America's Historic Cokehead President.” American Thinker. May 4,
2012. Accessed Apr 18, 2015.
http://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2012/05/americas_historic_cokehead pr

esident.html

174. Sullum, Jacob. “When Pot Smokers Become Pot Prohibitionists.” Reason. Apr 16,
2015. Accessed Apr 18, 2015. http://reason.com/blog/2015/04/16/when-pot-
smokers-become-pot-prohibitioni#.vcppzd:k10p

175. Seery, John. “The Bush Cocaine Chronicles: Complicity and Cover-up.” Huffington
Post. Jan 4, 2007. Accessed Apr 18, 2015. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-
seery/the-bush-cocaine-chronicl b 37786.html

176. Medved, Michael. “Obama's Cocaine Confessional Won't '‘Blow' His Chances.” ABC
News. Jan 5, 2007. Accessed Apr 18, 2015.
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/BothSidesAllSides/story?id=2773754&page=1

177. Jaffe, Alexandra. “Paul: Obama, Bush 'lucky' not to be in jail for drug use.” The Hill.
Apr 10, 2013. Accessed Apr 18, 2015. http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-
box/presidential-races/293083-paul-presidents-obama-bush-extraordinarily-lucky-

not-to-be-in-jail-for-drug-use

178. Becker, Sam. “10 Countries That Have or Will See Marijuana Legalization.” Cheat
Sheet: Politics. Oct 30, 2014. Accessed Apr 18, 2015.
http://www.cheatsheet.com/politics/10-countries-that-have-or-will-see-marijuana-

legalization.html/?a=viewall

179. Hollersen, Wiebke. “'This Is Working': Portugal, 12 Years after Decriminalizing
Drugs.” Der Speigel. Mar 27, 2013. Accessed Apr 18, 2015.
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/evaluating-drug-decriminalization-in-

portugal-12-years-later-a-891060.html

180. McKay, Tom. “One Year After Uruguay Legalized Marijuana, Here's What It's
Become.” Mic. Dec 9, 2014. Accessed Apr 18, 2015.
http://mic.com/articles/106094/one-year-after-uruguay-legalized-marijuana-here-s-

what-it-s-become

181. Carless, Will. “Uruguay's Year In Marijuana: 3 Successes, 3 Burning Questions.” NBC
News. Jan 7, 2015. Accessed Apr 18, 2015.
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/uruguays-year-marijuana-3-successes-3-

burning-questions-n281311

182. Graham, Georgia. “Drug laws around the world - does anyone get it right?” The
Telegraph. Oct 30, 2014. Accessed Apr 18, 2015.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/crime/11197559/Drug-laws-around-the-

world-does-anyone-get-it-right.html

183. Jarecki, Eugene. “The House | Live In” (documentary). 2012. Starting around 7'24".
http://houseilivein.vhx.tv/
184. Ibid. Around 1'39”.



http://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2012/05/americas_historic_cokehead_president.html
http://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2012/05/americas_historic_cokehead_president.html
http://reason.com/blog/2015/04/16/when-pot-smokers-become-pot-prohibitioni
http://reason.com/blog/2015/04/16/when-pot-smokers-become-pot-prohibitioni#.vcppzd:k1Op
http://reason.com/blog/2015/04/16/when-pot-smokers-become-pot-prohibitioni#.vcppzd:k1Op
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-seery/the-bush-cocaine-chronicl_b_37786.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-seery/the-bush-cocaine-chronicl_b_37786.html
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/BothSidesAllSides/story?id=2773754&page=1
http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/presidential-races/293083-paul-presidents-obama-bush-extraordinarily-lucky-not-to-be-in-jail-for-drug-use
http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/presidential-races/293083-paul-presidents-obama-bush-extraordinarily-lucky-not-to-be-in-jail-for-drug-use
http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/presidential-races/293083-paul-presidents-obama-bush-extraordinarily-lucky-not-to-be-in-jail-for-drug-use
http://www.cheatsheet.com/politics/10-countries-that-have-or-will-see-marijuana-legalization.html/?a=viewall
http://www.cheatsheet.com/politics/10-countries-that-have-or-will-see-marijuana-legalization.html/?a=viewall
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/evaluating-drug-decriminalization-in-portugal-12-years-later-a-891060.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/evaluating-drug-decriminalization-in-portugal-12-years-later-a-891060.html
http://mic.com/articles/106094/one-year-after-uruguay-legalized-marijuana-here-s-what-it-s-become
http://mic.com/articles/106094/one-year-after-uruguay-legalized-marijuana-here-s-what-it-s-become
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/uruguays-year-marijuana-3-successes-3-burning-questions-n281311
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/uruguays-year-marijuana-3-successes-3-burning-questions-n281311
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/crime/11197559/Drug-laws-around-the-world-does-anyone-get-it-right.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/crime/11197559/Drug-laws-around-the-world-does-anyone-get-it-right.html
http://houseilivein.vhx.tv/

31

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES (IN ORDER OF ACCESS)

Paley, Dawn. Drug War Capitalism. 2014. AK Press. Oakland.
Becker, Dean. To End the War on Drugs: A Guide for Politicians, The Press and Public. 2014. DTN Media. Houston.

This Is the Real Story Behind “Kill The Messenger”. http://time.com/3482909/this-is-the-real-story-behind-kill-the-
messenger/

Drug Policy Alliance. http://www.drugpolicy.org/

Common Sense for Drug Policy. http://www.csdp.org/cms/#sthash.TD3iPHxZ.dpbs

Drug War Facts. http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/#sthash.8bLQ9gfA.dpbs

Drug Reform Coordination Network. http://www.drcnet.org/aboutdrc/

National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML). http://norml.org/

Ethan Nadelmann (founder of the Drug Policy Alliance). “The Drug War is Racist.” Video.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wONAgaxgloo

Tenebrarum, Pater. “The Racist Roots Of Reefer Madness: The Evil Spell Of Marihuana Prohibition Begins To Abate.”
May 8, 2014. David Stockman’s Contra Corner. Webpage. http://davidstockmanscontracorner.com/the-racist-roots-

of-reefer-madness-the-evil-spell-of-marihuana-prohibition-begins-to-abate/

Law Enforcement Against Prohibition (LEAP). http://www.leap.cc/

Thornton, Mark. Economics of Prohibition. 1991. University of Utah Press.
https://mises.org/sites/default/files/Economics%200f%20Prohibition 2.pdf

Grigg, William. “The Paramilitary Police”. Podcast. Toms Woods Show. Episode 51. Oct 31, 2014.

Grigg, William. “The Drug War’s Medical Quislings.” Oct 3, 2014. Pro Libertate. Blog.
http://www.freedominourtime.blogspot.com/2014/10/the-drug-war.html

“Why Is the US Still Spending Billions to Fund Mexico’s Corrupt Drug War?” The Nation. Feb 27, 2015.
http://www.thenation.com/article/199569/us-connection-mexicos-drug-war-corruption#

“How the War on Drugs and the War on Terror Merged Into One Disastrous War on All Americans.” July 9, 2014.
Alternet. http://www.alternet.org/civil-liberties/how-war-drugs-and-war-terror-merged-one-disastrous-war-all-

americans

“Drug trafficking and the financing of terrorism.” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/drug-trafficking-and-the-financing-of-terrorism.html

Margolis, Eric. “Afghanistan 101.” Podcast. Tom Woods Show. Oct 21, 2014. http://tomwoods.com/podcast/ep-56-
afghanistan-101/

Goodman, Ellen. “New Research Explodes "Crack Babies' Myth.” The Seattle Times. Jan 14, 1992.
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/?date=19920114&slug=1470264



http://time.com/3482909/this-is-the-real-story-behind-kill-the-messenger/
http://time.com/3482909/this-is-the-real-story-behind-kill-the-messenger/
http://www.drugpolicy.org/
http://www.csdp.org/cms/#sthash.TD3iPHxZ.dpbs
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/#sthash.8bLQ9gfA.dpbs
http://www.drcnet.org/aboutdrc/
http://norml.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wONAqaxgIoo
http://davidstockmanscontracorner.com/the-racist-roots-of-reefer-madness-the-evil-spell-of-marihuana-prohibition-begins-to-abate/
http://davidstockmanscontracorner.com/the-racist-roots-of-reefer-madness-the-evil-spell-of-marihuana-prohibition-begins-to-abate/
http://www.leap.cc/
https://mises.org/sites/default/files/Economics%20of%20Prohibition_2.pdf
http://www.freedominourtime.blogspot.com/2014/10/the-drug-war.html
http://www.thenation.com/article/199569/us-connection-mexicos-drug-war-corruption
http://www.alternet.org/civil-liberties/how-war-drugs-and-war-terror-merged-one-disastrous-war-all-americans
http://www.alternet.org/civil-liberties/how-war-drugs-and-war-terror-merged-one-disastrous-war-all-americans
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/drug-trafficking-and-the-financing-of-terrorism.html
http://tomwoods.com/podcast/ep-56-afghanistan-101/
http://tomwoods.com/podcast/ep-56-afghanistan-101/
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/?date=19920114&slug=1470264

32

Forfeiture Endangers American Rights (FEAR) Foundation. http://fear.org/1/

Ross, Chuck. “SWAT Unit Kills Two Dogs, Finds Little Evidence in No-Knock Raid.” Daily Caller. Jul 9, 2014.
http://dailycaller.com/2014/07/09/swat-unit-kills-two-dogs-finds-little-evidence-in-no-knock-raid/

“Botched Paramilitary Police Raids: An Epidemic of ‘Isolated Incidents’.” Interactive Map. Cato Institute.
http://www.cato.org/raidmap

National Police Misconduct Reporting Project. Cato Institute. http://www.policemisconduct.net/

“Puppycide: A Documentary”. Trailer for Kickstarter. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gPZ3TNkKTo

Balko, Radley. “Still waiting for justice after SWAT team member kills innocent grandfather.” Washington Post. Jan 6,
2015. http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/01/06/still-waiting-for-justice-after-swat-team-

member-kills-innocent-grandfather/

Balko, Radley. “Another day, another drug raid fatality.” Washington Post. Mar 6, 2015.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/03/06/another-day-another-drug-raid-fatality/

Balko, Radley. “Meet 59-year-old David Hooks, the latest drug raid fatality.” Washington Post. Oct 6, 2014.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/10/06/meet-59-year-old-david-hooks-the-latest-drug-

raid-fatality/

Balko, Radley. “Absurd Fourth Circuit ruling embodies everything that’s wrong with drug raids.” Washington Post.
Mar 27, 2015. http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/03/27/absurd-fourth-circuit-ruling-
embodies-everything-thats-wrong-with-drug-raids/

Balko, Radley. “A drug informant lied, SWAT pounced, a man died.” Washington Post. Dec 31, 2014.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/12/31/a-drug-informant-lied-swat-pounced-a-man-

died/

Rittgers, David. “How police are turning military.” Politico. Jun 8, 2011.
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/56419.html

Flex Your Rights. Website. http://www.flexyourrights.org/

Branson, Richard. “War on Drugs a Trillion-Dollar Failure.” CNN. Dec 7, 2012.
http://www.cnn.com/2012/12/06/opinion/branson-end-war-on-drugs/

Kain, Erik. “Ten Years After Decriminalization, Drug Abuse Down by Half in Portugal.” Forbes. Jul 5, 2011.
http://www.forbes.com/sites/erikkain/2011/07/05/ten-years-after-decriminalization-drug-abuse-down-by-half-in-

portugal/

Gwynne, Kristen. “Legalization's Biggest Enemies: Meet the drug warriors working to roll back hard-won advances in
marijuana policy.” Rolling Stone. Jan 17, 2013. http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/legalizations-biggest-
enemies-20130117

Berman, Ari. “Just Say Now: Californians will vote this fall on whether to legalize marijuana — and the measure has a
real shot at passing.” Rolling Stone. Aug 18, 2010. http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/just-say-now-
20100818



http://fear.org/1/
http://dailycaller.com/2014/07/09/swat-unit-kills-two-dogs-finds-little-evidence-in-no-knock-raid/
http://www.cato.org/raidmap
http://www.policemisconduct.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gPZ3TNkKTo
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/01/06/still-waiting-for-justice-after-swat-team-member-kills-innocent-grandfather/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/01/06/still-waiting-for-justice-after-swat-team-member-kills-innocent-grandfather/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/03/06/another-day-another-drug-raid-fatality/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/10/06/meet-59-year-old-david-hooks-the-latest-drug-raid-fatality/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/10/06/meet-59-year-old-david-hooks-the-latest-drug-raid-fatality/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/03/27/absurd-fourth-circuit-ruling-embodies-everything-thats-wrong-with-drug-raids/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2015/03/27/absurd-fourth-circuit-ruling-embodies-everything-thats-wrong-with-drug-raids/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/12/31/a-drug-informant-lied-swat-pounced-a-man-died/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/12/31/a-drug-informant-lied-swat-pounced-a-man-died/
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/56419.html
http://www.flexyourrights.org/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/12/06/opinion/branson-end-war-on-drugs/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/erikkain/2011/07/05/ten-years-after-decriminalization-drug-abuse-down-by-half-in-portugal/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/erikkain/2011/07/05/ten-years-after-decriminalization-drug-abuse-down-by-half-in-portugal/
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/legalizations-biggest-enemies-20130117
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/legalizations-biggest-enemies-20130117
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/just-say-now-20100818
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/just-say-now-20100818

33

Ross, Philip. “Marijuana Legalization: Pharmaceuticals, Alcohol Industry Among Biggest Opponents Of Legal Weed.”
International Business Times. Aug 6, 2014. http://www.ibtimes.com/marijuana-legalization-pharmaceuticals-

alcohol-industry-among-biggest-opponents-legal-weed-1651166

Black, Conrad. “The Prison-Industrial Complex.” National Review. Feb 13, 2014.
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/370815/prison-industrial-complex-conrad-black

“CCA Letters Reveal Private Prison Industry's Tactics.” Huffington Post. Apr 11, 2013.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/11/cca-prison-industry n 3061115.html

Urbina, lan and Hamill, Sean. “Judges Plead Guilty in Scheme to Jail Youths for Profit.” New York Times. Feb 12, 2009.
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/13/us/13judge.htm|?pagewanted=all& r=0

Rosenfeld, Steven. “Plead Guilty or Go to Prison for Life? How Federal Drug Offenders Are Punished for Seeking
Trials.” Alternet. Dec 5, 2013. http://www.alternet.org/drugs/plead-guilty-or-go-prison-life-how-federal-drug-

offenders-are-punished-seeking-trials

Halper, Evan. “Medical Marijuana Gets a Bipartisan Boost in Congress.” Tribune News Service. Mar 11, 2015.
http://www.governing.com/topics/health-human-services/tns-medical-marijuana-congressional-bill.html

Bostwick, JM. “Blurred Boundaries: The Therapeutics and Politics of Medical Marijuana.” Mayo Clinic Proceedings.
Feb 2012. 87(2): 172-186. http://www.mayoclinicproceedings.org/article/S0025-6196%2811%2900021-8/fulltext

Balko, Radley. “Stop the Wars on Drugs and Terrorism.” Speech at combined conference of the Future of Freedom
Foundation and Young Americans for Liberty. Univ of Texas at Austin. Apr 11, 2015. Accessed Apr 28, 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VDowtu170g



http://www.ibtimes.com/marijuana-legalization-pharmaceuticals-alcohol-industry-among-biggest-opponents-legal-weed-1651166
http://www.ibtimes.com/marijuana-legalization-pharmaceuticals-alcohol-industry-among-biggest-opponents-legal-weed-1651166
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/370815/prison-industrial-complex-conrad-black
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/11/cca-prison-industry_n_3061115.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/13/us/13judge.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.alternet.org/drugs/plead-guilty-or-go-prison-life-how-federal-drug-offenders-are-punished-seeking-trials
http://www.alternet.org/drugs/plead-guilty-or-go-prison-life-how-federal-drug-offenders-are-punished-seeking-trials
http://www.governing.com/topics/health-human-services/tns-medical-marijuana-congressional-bill.html
http://www.mayoclinicproceedings.org/article/S0025-6196%2811%2900021-8/fulltext
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VDowtu170g

